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The Global Risks Landscape 2018
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Where will the world‘s water conflicts erupt? 
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Situations of fragility
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Compound climate-fragility risks

INCREASING RESOURCE 
DEMAND

CLIMATE CHANGE

POPULATION 
GROWTH

UNEVEN ECONOMIC 
DEVELOPMENT & 
INEQUALITY

ENVIRONMENTAL 
DEGRADATION

URBANIZATION

1. Global pressures 

are increasing

EXTREME WEATHER 
EVENTS & DISASTERS

LIVELIHOOD INSECURITY 
& MIGRATION

VOLATILE FOOD 
PRICES & 

PROVISION

TRANSBOUNDARY
WATER 

MANAGEMENT

SEA-LEVEL RISE & 
COASTAL 

DEGRADATION

UNINTENDED 
EFFECTS OF 

CLIMATE POLICIES

LOCAL RESOURCE 
COMPETITION

2. Creating 7 compound 

risks that threaten 

states & societies



6

7 compound climate-fragility risks
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The Lake Chad crisis – one of the world‘s forgotten crises

Source: FAO
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The shrinking of Lake Chad: 1963 - 2007
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Climate and security risks in the Lake Chad region

Impacts of the changing water levels on security

Changing
water levels
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Pathway to Resilience - EU Policy Recommendations

• EU Global Strategy (2016): 

• Strategic importance of climate change as a root cause of conflict and a “threat multiplier that 

catalyses water and food scarcity, pandemics and displacement”. It calls for pre-emptive 

peacebuilding and diplomacy, and for enhancing energy and environmental resilience.

• Put this vision into practice & strengthen preventive diplomacy: 

• Integrate climate security concerns into the entire foreign policy portfolio. Carry out 

discussions and briefings with diplomats; and offer an annual multi-day climate security training to 

EU diplomats, defence and development communities -> strengthen capacities/awareness.

• Enhance monitoring of (climate) conflict risks through early warning system, make this 

available proactively to Member States (->GDN). Survey diplomats on their experiences/use of 

climate-related indicators to improve monitoring. 

• Systematic screening (1) mainstream crisis prevention and conflict sensitivity into climate-

related spending (EU budget, e.g. DEVCO, but also funding for Green Climate Fund etc. and (2) 

ensure climate compatibility of the remaining 80% beyond dedicated climate-related spending.

• Engage with the wider community e.g. through the Planetary Security Initiative, own 

conferences with participation of non-state actors, etc.
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Pathway to Resilience - EU Policy Recommendations

• The 2016 Climate and Energy Diplomacy Council Conclusions commit to 

increasing efforts to address the nexus of climate change, natural 

resources, including water, prosperity, stability and migration.

• But there is a financing gap for climate security responses, especially 

for crisis prevention. 

• Therefore, earmark a budget for climate security responses in the next 

multi-annual financial framework (MFF). In particular, make provisions 

• in the Partnership Instrument (PI) aimed at improving coherence and the 

• Instrument contributing to Peace and Stability (IcSP); e.g., scale up the 

ongoing UNEP pilot project on climate change and security and provide 

finance and support to the Lake Chad Risk Assessment agreed by the G7 and 

its working group and partners on climate-fragility risks. 

• Only 25m EUR of the 2014-2017 budget of €379m are allocated to the crisis 

preparedness component
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